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While many states are reassessing electricity restructuring
in the wake of last year’s meltdown in California, the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is moving
aggressively toward restructuring wholesale transmission
service and markets. A current FERC initiative builds on
previous efforts to push utilities into joining or forming
a regional transmission organization (RTO)—which can
be advantageous for renewable energy technologies. RTOs
broaden the available geographic market for selling
power and may remove the heavy impact of additive
(“pancaked”) transmission charges if power is transmitted
over multiple systems. However, RTO arrangements and
market rules may present new problems and hurdles for
renewable energy technologies. This seminar will examine
the rapidly moving RTO arena and consider some of the
implications for renewable energy technologies.  

Kevin Porter is a senior analyst with the consulting firm
Exeter Associates, Inc. His scope of work and expertise
includes the technical and economic status of renewable 
energy technologies; design and implementation of state 
and federal renewable energy policies; transmission access
and pricing for renewable energy technologies; and electric
restructuring in general. Before joining Exeter, Mr. Porter was
a senior policy analyst with the National Renewable Energy
Laboratory's Washington, D.C., office. He holds a B.S. in 
environmental studies from Lewis & Clark College in
Portland, Oregon, and an M.A. in economics from The
American University in Washington, D.C.

Join us on the second
Thursday of every
month for a series of
“brown bag” seminars
sponsored by the
National Renewable
Energy Laboratory and
the U.S. Department of
Energy. Each seminar is
held at NREL’s Washing-
ton offices with a video-
conference link to Gol-
den, Colorado. Topics
focus on new and inno-
vative renewable energy
and energy analysis
strategies, models, 
and technologies.

370 L’ Enfant Promenade is located adjacent to the Forrestal building at 
901 D Street SW in downtown Washington (Aerospace Building). Please
contact Wanda Addison at NREL at 202-646-5278 or wanda_addison@nrel.gov

For more information on NREL, please visit the NREL Web site at
http://www.nrel.gov/


